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Reverend Dr. BROOKE. 


HE N TI wrote to you 
2 LAST, the CH1tF END I 
bad in View was, to un- 
nat the Characters of 
FT the PRINCIPAL WRI- 
** > TERS on both Sides, en- 
gaged in the Diſpute about the Mir AacLes 
of the pkiMITIve Acts; and to expoſe 
to the World their gro/s Diſſimulation 
and Fraud, in jointly ſubſcribing to the 
Truth of a cxRTain Poi x r, which Soth 
of them knew to be falſe. Tuis Point 
was, that the MiRactes of the FaTHERs 
had no manner of Connexion with Txosr 
A 2 of 
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of CuRIST, and his AyosTLEs ; and that 
whether they were true or falſe, the 
FounDAT1oNn, on which the great Edi- 
fice of Chriſtianity ſtands, | was equally 
firm and ſecure. 

Since this, I have had the Satisfaction 
to find, that my End has been in part 
anſwered already. Mos r of the follow- 
ing Writers on your Side of the Queſtion, 
either convinced by my plain Dealing, or, 
which is the ſame Thing to me, judging 
of themſelves, that there were no Hopes of 
impoſing longer ſo palpable an Abſurdity 
on the World, have taken a different 
Courſe in this Diſpute from their BRE- 
THREN, that went before them ; have 
acknowledged, in plain Terms, the ſtrong 
Connexion there is between the Ev1- 
DENCE of the Far HERSs and the Apo- 
sTIES; and that there is too much Pro- 
bability, that they muſt STAND or FALL 
together. When I ſay mosr of the Wri- 
ters, it is neceſſary that T ſhould except 
ONE *; but wnox I do not charge with 
the Diſſimulation common to his FxA- 
TERNITY ; 

* A Defence of Dr. Middleton's free Inquiry againſt 


Mr. Dedwell's free Anſwer. By Frederick Toll, A. M. 
Rector of Dogmersfield, Hampſhire. 
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TERNITY; becauſe he does not ſeem to 
be in hrs Senſes. 

Being therefore at preſent happily rid 
of the wwoLE Train of orthodox Dif- 
ſemblers, and having only ons of the he- 
terodox Kind on my Hands, it will be 
eaſier to bring this Matter to an Iſſue in 
the few Pages that follow, But, before 
I proceed to this, it ſeems neceſſary to 
ſay ſomething in my own Defence and 
YoUR's; with whom I am % linked in 
Opinion, however differently the World 
has judged of us, that the sA ME Apology 
will ſerve for BoTH, 

It ſeems then, that T have been thought 
to LAUGH at you, when I was really sx- 
RIOUS; with t as much Reaſon, as I 
have been thought a DeisT, while I was 
pleading for Cyr1sTIAniTY, My Since- 


rity and plain Dealing has been con- 


ſtrued Art and Refinement by soMe, with 
much the ſame Probability, as my De- 
tence of the Fathers has been conſtrued 
Popery by OTHERS, 

But if it will be any Satisfaction to tlie 
Publick to be informed of my real Senti- 
ments; THEY ARF, that you had taken 
the only proper and certain Way of De- 

fence 
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fence in YOUR * FIRST PERFORMANCE ; 
and have 7:ghbtly purſued it in youR $x- 
cox p; that you have no manner of Rea- 
fon to be aſhamed of making the Cauſe 
of the Fathers and the Apoſtles one, 
fince it will be certainly found to be ſo 
in the End; that the inſiſting on THIS 
MarTTER /o much, is not, as so term it 
Weakneſs and Folly, but Conſiftency and 
Courage ; and that ne is, in Effect, both 
the beſt Chriſtian, and the beſt Proteſtant, 
who ſees and owns THIS DOUBLE AUTHO- 
RITY, on which his Religion is built. 
And wHosotveR ſhall go about impru- 
dently to divide 1T, or fondly imagine, 
that, by giving up one PART, he can 
ſecure THE OTHER, Will moſt certainly, 
when it is fo late, be found to be a true 
Friend to NeITHER. He may do his in- 

deed 


* Dcfenſio Miraculorum ; quæ in Eccleſia Chri- 
ſtiana fata eſſe perhibentur poſt tempora Apoſtolo- 
rum; quam in Scholis T heologicis Cantabrigiæ, 
Jan. 21, 1747. ſuſcepit, cum pro gradu Baccalau- 
reatus in ſacra Theologia ſolenniter reſponderet, 
7. Brake, A. M. Colleg. Div. Joan. Soc. 

+ An Examination of Dr. Middleton's free Inquiry 
imo the miraculous Powers of the primitive Church, 
Fr. By J. Brooke, B. D. Fellow of St. Jahn's College 


* . * } . * } 
In 4114 4 wes 


e 


1 


[93 


deed with upright Intentions, and may 
poſſibly be at the ſame Time a ſincere 
Diſciple of Chriſt; yet, 1 — de- 
clare, he is not one for me; 

— Non hac in fœdera veni. 


J look upon it, that there was not 
greater Reaſon formerly for Socrates to 
curſe THosE, who ſeparated UTiLITY 
and VIRTUE in the MORAL SYSTEM, than 
there is now to curſe THOSE, who ſepa- 
rate the Atubority of the Fartatss and the 
AposTLEs in the CHRISTIAN. And, for 
MY own PART, I ſhould almoſt as ſoon 
chuſe, that the World would impute THIS 
SECOND EPISTLE, as they did THE FIRST, 
to Mr. Dodwell, or even to Dr. Middle- 
ton himſelf, as place the Author of it in 
the Liſt of theſe fatnt-hearted Defenders 
of their Faith; theſe timid Compounders 
for a Part, which they can never retain ; 
theſe ſhort-fighted Subſcribers to poor-in- 
vented, temporary Expedients ; which will 
anſwer zu/t the ſame End in Religion, as 
they do in the State; that is, divert the 
Storm for the preſent Moment, and bring 


it on with redoubled Force for the 
future, 


So 


”— TE. 


E 

So far as this then I deſerve equal 
Praiſe with you; and ſo far we are 
zealous and con/iſtent Chriſtians together. 
In another Reſpect, indeed, I own my- 
ſelf, with all poſſible Sincerity, your in e- 
rior ; in that mild and humble Manner of 
arguing in general, and eſpecially in that 
modeſt and gentle Treatment of your An- 
tagoniſt, where he plainly lies at your 
Mercy, I pretend not to vie with you at 
all: And though the ſame profane Judges, 
who thought hardly of my Sincerity, 
may, as you intimate yourſelf, think as 
hardly of your Genius, for want of 
that Salt and Acrimony, which is the 
ſeaſoning of modern Controverſialiſts; 
yet, 


Teraagi dn xpalin, & xy tp2y ZANo @)'T ETANS. 


It would be a Reproach upon you, in- 
deed, if you was not able to ſupport is 
Reflexion, in the Temper you was in, with 
the Virtues you had adopted, and for the 
excellent Cauſe you was defending, 

It I was 5, I ſhould even chuſe they 
would add fartver, that J might have 
ſome Merit in bearing their Cenſures, that 
to Writers of my Size the Science of Po— 


lemiics 


9 
Jemics has been always otlious ; and that 
the very Name of it has been reckoned 
an Abſurdity in our Religion; but that, 
in Effect, we looked upon the Sound not 
ſo much unchriſtian as dreadful ; that the 
Arms, it required, fat upon car wear and 
tender Bodies, like thoſe of Saul upon Da- 
vid, and were too mghty for our Youth 
and Inexperience to wield, 

Jam not inſenſible, that “s is one of 
thoſe Places, which this crooked and per- 
verſe Generation will interpret, as they 
have done before; and that T cannot even 
comment upon a Part of your Preface, 
without a Suſpicion of BAN TER; though, 
in the very /ame Breath J am declaring 
againſt it. 

To tell you the Turn then, though 
at the Expence of your own Modeſty ; 
fince I wrote to you LAST, I have made 
it my Buſineſ to inquire into your REAL 
Character; and TI find, from undoubted 
Intelligence, that you are enducd with all 
thoſe moſt excellent Accomplithments, 
which, I perſuaded myſelf, 1 had di- 
covered in you from your Manner of 
Writing, g. GRTAT CANDOUR, OPtN- 
NESS OF TEMpER, and GENEROSITY. OL 
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Sour, together with a large Fund of 
GOOD NATURE and CHEARFULNEsS, With- 
out, the leaſt Mixture of PrIine, SPLEEN, 
or Diss1MULAT1ON, I muſt %% there- 
fore again, that I do not ſo much LA]. 
at, as ENyY you for theſe admirable Ja- 
lents ; and that both your Intention, and 
. your Argument, is not more ſuperior to 
your Antagoniſts, than this ſublimt Degree | 
of chriſtian Perfection is to Lis Chicantry 
and Invective. And I deſire, that, once 
| jor all, you would take Notice, that if I 
1 do not imitate you ſere, as uſual, it 
15 not becauſe I would not, but be- 
cauſe I cannot. Dr. Middleton's Ab- 
furaity and Diſingenuity are lee much for 
my Portion of the Gotpcl-ſpirit, and over- 
come every faint Effort of the Chrejtian 
to forgive. In ſhort, Jam in the Con- 
dition of that Satyriſt, whom [nd:gnation 
made a Poet in Spite of Nature; tor it 
makes me ſevere, in Spite both of my Re- 
ligion and my Jemper. 

Yet, to ſhew you, that I have at leaſt 
oOxr chriſtian Virtue in your Degree of 
Perfection, that 1s, SIMPLICITY; I will 
own to you, that Pr: may have had a 
greater Influence over me in /is parti- 
cular, than I imagine; for though in 


carefully 
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carefully attending to the Dictates of my 
Heart, | do not perceive the leaſt Emo- 
tions of Anger, on Account of my mot 
being anſwered by Dr. Middleton in form; 
yet they riſe to ſome height, when I con- 
ſider, that fo many convincing Arguments 
were entirely thrown away, that they 
have not operated in the leaſt, either on 
the Doctor's Renſoning, or his Practice; 
and that he has neither with-Hheld his 
LARGER Work from the World, nor con- 
feſſed his double Dealing, as IJ adviſed him 
in THAT EpisTL?. Let us now there- 


fore finiſh the Work, and ſhew that he 


ought to have done BoTH. 

It was obſerved BEFORE, that /o many 
bad Conſequences mult attend the Publi- 
cation of his LARGER WoREK ; ſo many 
Commotions and Diviſions muſt happen 
amongſt Men; ſo many Diſtractions mult 
ariſe in the Minds of the mot ingenuous 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel; ſo oppoſite was 
the whole Syſtem to the Sentiments and 
Judgment of the beſt Chriſtians in the 
World, that 20 confiderate Perſon would 
ever hazard svcH a Wokk; as it would 
Le in effect hazarding the Welfare of the 

B 2 Eſta- 


* Epiftle to Mr. Brooke, page 24. 
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Eftobliſhnent, and the Peace of Soctely, 
for a Trifle, Tuis made me hope, that 
the Doctor never would, whilſt he was 
in his Sexſes, be deſperate enough to pub- 
liſh his FREE Inquiry to the World. 
this Deſperation he has ſince ſhewn ; and, 
in Conſequence of it, will have the Plea- 
ſure of ſpending the laſt Remains of his 
Life, in the Service of a CAuszg, which 
719 good DErsT would chuſe, which every 
g00d CARISTIAN muſt abhor. 

To go zeeting hot, as ONE * expreſſes 
it, ont of the World, in any Sort of Con- 
troverſy, is a Circumſtance diſagrecable 
enough ; but to do /o in a Controverſy, 
where even *rcce/s muſt be Mor!ification, 
and where Victory, like a Tvrant's, can 
only end in the Con/z:/icn and Diſorder of 
his rellow-creatures, is a Circumſtance 
{urely moit improper, to give Comfort to 
grey Hairs, and gild the EvexING of one's 
Days. | 

There were Two THiNGs, indeed, 
which would have broke the Force of 018 
Reaſoning in ſome Degree; and which, 
if he publiſhed his Work at all, he was 
next adviſcd to do, — The FiRsT was, to 

give 
* Lilioſſou's Pref. to Serm. 49. Vol. I. 


* 
if 
F 
Ly 


7. 
= 
F1 
02 
7 
1 


5 
1 
Fr 


13 
give ſome ſolid, or at leaſt ſome planſible 
DisTiNCT10N, between the aPosTOLICAL 
and the PRIMITIVE MikacLes, which I 
had ſhewn to reſt on the SAME FounDA- 
TION, and which no one as yet has been 
able to gain ſay. 

The StconD was, to ſhew, that the 
Canon of SCRIPTURE was ſafe, on a 
Suppoſition, that the Evidence of the Fa- 
THERS Was in the preſent Diſpute invalid. 

But to oxs of theſe Points he has ſaid 
nothing better, than he had ſaid before ; 
and to the oTHER he has ſaid nothing at 
all, In regard to the Gzxvinzness of the 
APOSTOLICAL Writings, he repeats * to 
us, only in other Words, the /tale Notion 
of Notoriety, which I had before + ſuffi- 
ciently exploded ; and to my Defiance of 
him to ſhew a Goseer MIRACLE better 
ſupported than a PRIMITIVE ONE, he has 
replied no otherwiſe, then by ſuch ſcat- 
tered Reflexions in his Work on the In- 
efficacy of Martyrdom, and the [nvalidity 
of HUMAN EVIDENCE, to ſupport Mig a- 
CLES, as viſibly tend not to the E/abli/h- 
ment of any Sort of THEM, but to the ſub- 


Ver/ion 
* Free Inquiry, &c. page 190. 


+ Epiſtle to Mr. Brooke, page 14. 


( 14 ) 
verſion of At.1. And yet, if my Challenge 
had been diſregarded, both the Intima- 
tions of his Friends, and the Outcry of 
his Enemies, both the Reaſon of the Thing, 
and the Conſiſtency of his own Character, 
called alond for soMe Dis HN c TION. 

Dr. Middleton, both in his Ix TRODUc- 
TORY Discov sg, and his LARGER Work, 
muſt be either a REAL CHRISTIAN, or a 
PERSONATED ONE; and, in BoTn CHa- 
RACTERs, there was a Neceſſity for him 
to ſatisfy the World, as to THIS PAR TI- 
CULAR. If he is a REAL CHRISTIAN, 
he cannot be /o himſelf, without knowing 
that the ayosToOLICk MiRAcLts muſt have 
a better Foundation than the PRIMITIVE 
ONES ; for TH1s he has more than once in- 
timated in Bor THOSE PERFORMANCES; 
and therefore under the Influence of /uch 
a Religion, he could not poſſibly be fo 
envious, as to keep Vis important Secret 
from his Fellow Chriſtians. If he was 
only a P:RSONATED ONE, he ſhould at 
leaſt have endeavoured to make THis 
PERSONATED Character uniform, 


—— HJervetlr ud im 
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Is true of the Dramatis Perſon@ in much 
more trifling Farces than this: For a 
Farce it muſt till be called on is Part; 
though many of your Side of the Queſtion 
ſee now the Abſurdity of joining with him 
in 77, and thoſe, who have already done /o, 
have probably by is Time had enough 
of it. 

So far then it appears, that Dr. Mid- 
qleton is neither a GOOD REAL CHRISTIAN, 
nor a GOOD PERSONATED ONE; and, to the 
TulRDb CHARACTER of an IN FIDEL, he 
has as little Claim in n1s Book, as to the 
other Two ; for there are at leaſt as many 
Paſſages to ſhew that he is xo De1sT, as 
there are to ſhew that he is No ChRI- 
ST! AN. 

In like Manner (for it is pity to loſe 
/ach an Opportunity of finiſhing the 
Doctor's Picture) it may be obſeryed of 
the OTHER PARTS of his Character, 
which have the mcſt agreeable Contraſt in 
his Practice, and in his Writings, By 
his diſclaiming “ the T&aamt:rs of the 
Cnucn, he ſhould rather be an IN Dz- 
P/NDENT, than a CHURCHMAN ; and yet 
he has paced in them from his carly 


Youth, 
Free Inquiry, &c, Pref. p. 7. 
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Youth, and paces awkward!ly in them to 
1 this very Hour, — By his not * taſting 
| the SwerTs of PRTPERMENT, he ſhould 
judge it wrong to be Biaſſed by THM in 
þ his Inquiries ; and yet he has xow as 
| much as he can get, and is not like to he 
ſcrupulous on Tus HE ap whillt he lives. 
— By his + Reflexion on his Antagoniſis, 
that they, like TRUE Sor DIE RS of the 
MILITANT CHURCH, are prepared to 
fight for rvixy ESTABLISHMENT, that 
ofters good Pay and Rewards to its De- 
fenders; he ſhould think, that svcn 
FicuTiNG was diſingeuuous and mean; 
and yet HIs PROJ:cTiD DerrNc of 
Chriſtianity, in his Letter to Dr. Vaterland, 
has all the Air of proccedig from sucn 
A Sor pDIrR, diſcontented indeed with the 
Thoughts of being but a parivaTe Man, 
but diſpoſed to do his 2, if he might 
be made a C pTAIN. 

Thus again; as to the CuarAcTrR and 
TrMprR of the Man, excluſive of the 
CHRISTIAN, and the ChuncuMan, By 
his & profeſſing that his Nartur:s is 
FRANK and OP:N, and warmly diſpoſed 

not 


* Free Inquiry, Sc. Pref. page 7. , 
1 Free Inquiry, O.. Pret. page 5. 
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$ Free inquiry, Sc. Pref. fag. 
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not only to SEEK, but to SPEAK What he 
takes to be true; one would conclude, 
that he had exhauſted his Thoughts on 
the PRESENT Topic in his Book, and that 
ALL, which is ſaid there, comes from the 
HEART; and yer we never can admit 
this without ſubſcribing to the groſſeſt of 
all Contradictions, that Dez15M and CuR1- 
STIANITY are believed by HIM at the 
ſame Time, 

By his aſluring * us, that where-ever 
he perceives ANY GLIMMERING of 'TRUTH 
before him, he read:/y purſues, and en- 
deavours to frace 11 to its Source, with- 
out any Reſerve or Caution of puſhing 
the Diſcovery 700 far, and opening 700 
great a Glare of 1T to the Publick ; he 
ſhould not be in the leaſt afraid of telling 
us the hole Secret of this Matter at once; 
and yet his INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE 
ſhewe, that he dares not tell that of his 
LARGER WoRk at once, and his LARGER 
Work ſhews, that he dares not tell that 
of his HART at all, 

By the Comfort that he tells us, he 
feels for not ſacrificing the PHLoOso- 
PHIC FREEDOM of a /tudious, for the SER“ 

C V!LE 
* Free Inquiry, &c. Pref. p. 7. 
+ Frce Inquity, Oe. ibid. 
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vite RrsrRAINTS of an ambitious Life; 
one would be inclined to think, that Am- 
bition was not his Paſſion, and that he 
e ver took any Pains to arrive at the Ho- 
NO RSand PaEFERMENTS of the Church; 
and yet H1s APPLICATION to the higher 
Powers on this Account is No SECRET, 
and to make his Way to THrM the caſter, 
we now with what SoriciTupst he 
begged, that he might no longer remain 
under the HIER ARCHICAL BAN. 

Well, but it may be ſaid, that a great 
Part of Tnis may be reconciled, if we 
ſuppoſe that his De1sM is d1//cmbled, and 
his CHRISTIANITY cpenly given out; — 
that he may, like the Axcitxts, profeſs 
the Religion of his Country in puvlick, 
and yet disbelieve it in private; — that 
he may pace it in the Tramzls of the 
Church for a Bz:niricr, and yet de- 
ſpiſe them in his HearT; — that he may 
think a SMALL BENEFICE no SwertTs of 
PRUF:RMiNT, and that SoM D1GNiTIES 
are required to make him launch; — that 
he may exclaim againſt TH OS SorDIURS 
who write /or the Church, becauſe they 
are well prid; and he may applaud him- 
ſelf tor H:s IND P:ND:XxXCY, and. think 
himſclf at Liberty to write againſt it, 
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till he is paid as we//; — that he may 
have the Amiition in common with the 
Prieſ;hcod, to uſe his Endeavours to be 
raiſed to the Pinxacr: of the Temple, 
and yet may value himſelf for the want 
of it, when he finds thoſe Endeavours 
Vain. | 

Be it fo: If any one can admit 115 
Account, though I muſt confeſs it is a 
very lame and imperfect? one, I have no 
Objection, Let the jarring Parts of his 
Character be reconciled in ig or any 
other Manner, it is all one to me; but, in 
Neaſeuing with him, we muſt take 1T, as 
he gives it us IAS LF; otherwiſe there 
will be no end of Cenſures for iſrepre— 


ſenting him; and he is / explicit on the 


Point we are going to try him upon, 
that J chuſe to let him ſpeak for Hel. 
« My OpTNICON *, in ſhort, is Tris, 
© that in %% . Etforts of the Goſpel, 
« ꝗfter our Lord's Aſcenſion, the XxTRA- 
© DINARY GIFTs, which he had pro- 
% miſed, were poured out in the Vet 
© Meaſure on the Apos rs, and thoſe 
OTHER DISCIPLES, Whom he had or- 
% dained to be the primary Inſtruments 
*©< of that great Work ; in order to en- 


* 
8 2 « Ale 
§ Fice Inquiry, Sc. Pref, page 27. 
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« able them more eaſily to over rule the 
te inveterate Prejudices both of the Jews 
* and Gentiles, and to bear up againſt 
* the diſcouraging Shocks of popular 
« Rage and Perſecution, which they 
« were taught to expect in this noviciate 
of their Miniſtry.” 

He in many other Places expreſſes him- 
ſelf to much the /ame Purpoſe; ſo that 
he forces himſelf upon us as a Bericyrr in 
the Goſpel ; and we muſt admit him for 
the preſent of ouR ORDER; a little un- 
happily indeed for His SysTEM, however 
requiſite for H1Ms:Le; for it requires no 
great Skill in Divination, to foretel, that 
as long as the New TisTrAMexr is true, 
His Wok cannot ſtand. 

Let us try This Mar TR even in ſuch 
Parts of the primitive Accounts, as in 
the Doctor's own Opinion lie the moſt 
defenceleſs and expoſed | 

The Sincerity of the Apoſtles, is 
the CoRN R STO of the Truth of 
the CURISTIAN MIRACLES, and 
Aſai tyrdim is the Cornzr STon: of 
their SINCERITY; The Cafe is exactly 
the /ame with the PRIMITIVE FATHtRS 
and their MIRACI. 8s; and the Nature, 

Uſe, 


E 
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Uſe, and Deſign, of THrM ALL, has 
been ſhewn to be ſo exactly ALIKE, that 
it is as impoſſible to ſeparate them, as to 
ſeparate Things which have but one 
common Life *. 

Now, What does the Doctor reply to 
this? Why, without taking Notice of 
ſuch an Objection, he ſays &, that © the 
* Circumſtance of Martyrdom adds no 
© Weight to the Teitimony of Thos 
© that ſuffer it, in Preference to that of 
* any other juſt and devout Chriſtian 
© whatſoever ;” and in regard to the 
Evipexce for MikAcrEs, he has many 
Pages to I ſhew, that Noxe can be ſuffi- 
cient: For having brought Inſtances from 
many Hiſtorians, whom we believe in the 
common and ordinary Occurrences of Life, 
and reject in the extraordinary and [uper- 
natural, he concludes THus; * Theſe 
« Inſtances are ſufficient to evince the 
Reaſunableneſs and Prudence of ſuſpend- 
ing our Aſſents toRePorTs of a MRA“ 
ces KIND, though atteſted by an 
Authority, which might ſafely be 
« truitedin the Report of ordinary Events. 


The 
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Diiſtle to the Rev. Mr. Breeke, page 9. 
Free Inquiry, Sc. Page 213. 
Ii 41 - pag Age 219, 
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The plain Conſequence of THm1s ie, as 
the Doctor himſelf has declared, that 
the FATHERS are to be read, like Livy 
and Dionys1us, on the Heap of PRo- 
DIG1lzs. But if the FArnERS, then the 
ArosTLts: But the Doctor ſays act the 
Apoſtles ; and therefore I ſay, ut the 
Fathers; for 20 Difference between them 
is ſhewn, nor. can be; though I defied 
him before to ſhew it in the moſt publick 
Manner; nay, and even intreated him, 
if that Defiance ſhould fail, to ſatisfy on 
this Head both inyſelf and my wHoLr 
FRaATERNITY, who were a Set of cool 
and diſintereſted LavMen, very defirous 
of being informed, how they could be 
CHRISTIANS any longer, if once they ad- 
mitting THIS EXTERMINATING PLAN. 

But, to be a little more particular: The 
Ejection or D=zMoNs is a Species of 
Miracles which both the Aaposror1c and 
PRIMITIVE Records ſet forth in abundant 
Variety; and the Circumſtances, Uſe, 
aud Evidence, of BOTH, are the sAME; 
and yet ſee how perverſely the Doctor 


Reaſons on the Subject, 
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* Free Inquiry, Sc. page 218. 
t Epiſtle to the Rev. Mr. Brooke, page 35. 
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ce It is very hard, ſays he “, to believe 


* what Origen declares above, that the 


« Devirs, for the Sake of doing greater 
e Miſchief to Men, uſed to posstss and 
« deftroy their CATTLE. 

I don't know how hard hit may be 
to a MA, who does not believe his 
BIBLE; but to ſuch a Believer of it as 
Dr. Middleton, it is impoſſible there 
ſhould be any Difficulty at a//. He has 


there read, that the Devils entered into 


a Herd of Swine, and, IJ imagine, he can- 
not well give a better Reaſon for their 
doing /o, than what Or7gen has given be- 
fore: But whether he can or no, the 
MAIN DIFFICULTY, it ſeems, with him 
is, the poss:Ss1NG of the BopIES of Brasrts 
at all; which, in the Mouth of an Ix- 
FIDEL, 1s rational ; in the Mouth of Dr. 
Middleton, abſurd. 

Farther ſtill: The Possgssrox of the 
BAcTRIAN CAMEL, given us in the Life 
of Hilarion, does not come within your 
ComPass ; but as the Doctor, from his 
avowed Principles, muſt equally have 
thought 1T, what he now calls 1T, a ri- 
diculous + Story, if it had been found in 


the 


* Free Inquiry, &c. page 88. 
+ Free Inquiry, Oc. page 89. 
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the Second Century as the Four Ta ; if 
it had been atteſted by a JusTiN, as by a 
Ikon, we may then ſuppoſe 1T to have 
been related by Jusrix, and then ask 
him, why he is of his Opinion, Is it 
becauſe the Fury of the Devil, in is 
Animal, had ſome near Reſemblance to 
the ſame Fury of him in the Shine, and 
that it is equally abſurd to ſuppoſe him 
poſſeſſing 7heſe Beaſts, or any other? The 
Doctor has ventured at one half of this 
Reaſon, but has unfortunately precluded 
himſelt from the other half ; and yet, I 
am afraid, he cannot poſſibly make up 
the Deficiency by any other Means, than 
thoſe J have ſuggeſted. 

I ſuppoſe, you will be in ſome Pain on 
this Occaſion, as is is a Height to which 
even your Sincerity has not yet arrived; 
but TI defire you will be compoſed. I 
will anſwer for the Szvcceſs of the Parallel, 
when called upon, and can eaſily ſhow, 
that the 69ueam/hneſs of the Doctor here 
is more ridiculous than the Story, For 
certainly the Pos8:S85ING of BEASTS is as 
eaſy to admit, as the possESSN G of MEN, 
or any other MIRACULOUS OPERATION. 


In 
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In ſhort, his open and profeſſed Be- 
Lier in the Chriſtian Faith is the 
MaSTER-STRING, by which you may tie 
down and play with this Proteus, as you 
pleaſe : By the Touch of his, you may 
at any Time call him back to order, 
check his Fits of Pleaſantry, and reduce 
him to the gro/e/t Contradiction. Nor can 
he have any other Subterfuge left (if that 
can be called a Subterfuge) than to deny 
all that he has granted, take Shelter in 
DersM, and begin his Work over again. 
And, when he does %, we ſhall know 


eaſily how to manage him. I will an- 
ſwer for it, he will be as innocent in this 


NEW FoRM, as the orD one; and, in 
Support of this Aſſertion, will give a 
SHORT SPECIMEN of his REASONING on 
this Subject, without unmercifully taking 
Advantage of his Situation, and bringing 
him back to his awkward Profeſſion of 
the Goſpel. 

And as much depends upon the princi- 
pium, quod dat adveniens, let us collect the 
Force of his riRsT ARGUMENT, and 
place it in the faireſt Light, THus: 


D Some 
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Some Chriſtians of the FIRST * Cen- 
tury, who wrote a few practical Trea- 
tiſes, in which there was no occaſion to 
mention the Miz acres of THAT T1ME, 
have accordingly Nor mentioned them at 


ALL. — Therefore there never were ANY 


in the FIRST Century, But if none in 
the firſt Century, than none in the ſe- 
cond, &c. Ergo — 

As ſtrong as this Reaſoning is, the Rea- 
der will probably think, that it cannot 
afford to ſuffer any Diminution of its 
Strength: And yet it mult ; becauſe the 
Word yapopa, in its genuine Senſe, 
means SOME EXTRAORDINARY GIFT, as 
it ſtands in a Paſſage of Ignatius's Epi- 
{tles, which you have, beyond Contra- 
diction, made out +, 

But hear him again. Juſtin I affirms, 
that he ExPOUN DED the Scripture by the 
GRaAce of God. Eut s could not be; 
becauſe Juſtin's Expo/ition is ſometimes 

wrong, Argo, &c. | 
The Reader muſt know, that THI1s 
may be called a Sort of Counter- Argu- 

ment 


* Free Inquiry, &c. page 3, Sc. 
| e $f : page 3, 
| Sce an Examination of. Ur. Aiddleton's Free In- 
QUIT, c. ch. 2 
1 Free Inquiry, Ce. page 27, Sr. 
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ment to the orHER; oppoſite indeed in 
the Manner of interpreting ; but ſtill 
exactly ſimilar in its Ingenuity and 
Strength. For, as to make the FORMER 
of any Force, he was obliged to tranſlate 
d,] an ORDINARY GIFT, which ſig- 
nifies an EXTRAORDINARY ONE; ſo HERE 
he is obliged totranſlate y2ps an Xx TRAOR-/ 
DINARY G1FT, which ſignifies an 0RD1- 
NARY ONE; and with such Helps one 
would wonder, that he was not able to do 
greater Execution than he has. 

But hear him a third Time. 

Irenæus affirms , that the Girr of 
Tongues was very ſrequent in nts T1MEe. 
— But this ſame Jreneus waAnTED it 
HIMSELF amongſt the Celtæ, and was 
forced to LEARN their Language, before 
he could preach to them. Ergo, &c. 

The Uſe, which the Doctor puts the un- 
fortunate Iren@us to HERR, is ſtill worſe 
than that he had put the Words yaps 
and wyapioinz to BEFORE; for in the 
Paſſage referred to in Jrenæus, there is 
not the LEAST MENTION of his being 
forced to LEARN the Language of the 
(Celtæ at ALL. 

D 2 If 
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If the Doctor endeavours to ſodder up 
this Defect in his Reaſoning, by aſſuring 
us, that the LEARNED Cavs, whom he 
ouly copies in this Paſſage of IJrenæus, muſt 
be anſwerable for the M:i/take ; this will 
ſhew him juſt as ſucceſsful in mending an 
Argument, as we have ſeen him before 
in forming one: For to ſubmit to any 
one's Authority, in a Caſe of his Im- 
portance, is bad enough ; to do /6, at the 
very inſtant, that he pretends to be a 
Champion tor private Judgment againſt all 
Authority whatſoever, is wwor/e ſtill: To 
do /o, with THAT AuTnoR, whom he 
has frequently ſpoke ill of, and diſre— 
garded, is worſt of all: But to refuſe to 
follow THIS SHINING LIGHT, in all the 
Excellencies of his Character, and to 
chuſe to do it Slindly and wilfully, in al- 
moſt a six GLE ERROR of Conſequence, 
that he has been guilty of, is a Degree of 
Perverſeneſs, one would hardly have 
thought to find, even in Dr, Middleton 
himſelf. 

The Reader may be ſure, I would not 
detain him long with ſuch Trifling as 
this ; and indeed there is no Occaſion, if 
J was ever ſo well diſpoſed to d e on; 
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as he may find Inſtances enough of this 
Nature in your Book already done to his 
Hands, Nor is there one of your Fel- 
low-labourers in the preſent Diſpute, who 
has not ſeen and expoſed the LAsr men- 
tioned BLUNDER, as it deſerves, 

And now, PRoTESTANTSs, behold vour 
DerFenDER! ſtand till and ſee after 
this SPECIMEN of his SKILL and INGE“ 
NUITY, What you are to expect from 
such a CHAMPION: Conſider likewiſe, 
whether it becomes ov, with /uch Argu- 
ments, and /uch Intentions, to inveigh 
with /o much Acrimony both againſt An- 
tients and Moderns ; to charge the F1RsT 
CHRISTIANS uni verſally with CREDuLITY 
and ImposTuRE, and ſome of the moſt 
eminent among youR BRETHREN with 
Porery and DISAFFECTION. 

If THIs GREAT WoRK was to be at 


all accompliſhed ; if the BARRIER of 


 Hisroric FarTn, in regard to Mtr a- 
CLES, was to be broken down, and whole 
Bodies of Men were to be brought in 
guilty of a CRIME, Which MANY of 
them, I doubt not, with the ztmoſt Sin- 
cerity of Heart abborred ; ſurely it could 
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never be done with Arms /o light as theſe ; 
with the 


Pulveris exigut jactu. 
which is calculated only to miſſead the 
Ignorant, or Hind the Unwary. 

In ſhort, the more I conſider the Na- 
ture of Dr. Mzddleton's ATTEMPT, the 
more I ſee the Vanity of it in every Light, 
that it can poſſibly be placed in. If it be 
true, that the Primitive Miracles were 
really wrought ; ſurely 19 Truth of ſuch 
a problematical Nature as this, had ever 
fo little ſaid againſt it: — If it be falſe; 
ſurely no Falſ/ity was ever ſo favourably 
treated, and in Danger of being thought 
true again: — If the Attempt was of bad 
Conſequence to Chriſtiany ; ſurely 10 real 
Chriſtian was ever ſo careleſs about it; — 
If it was of u Conſequence ; ſurely no in- 
troductory Diſcourſe, to feel the Pulſes of 
the World, was ever /o zmpertinently ſent 
forth: — If it was deſigned in favour of 
Proteſtants; ſurely an univerſal, and it 
Dr. Middleton will allow the Expreſſion, 
a Sort of miraculous Blindneſs muſt at 
once have happened to his Sed: — But 
if, what removes a// Dithcultics %, it 
was deſigned in FAvoux of Deisat, and 


to 


* 
to make way, in due Time, for the Su- 
VERSION of the CHRISTIAN FAITH; 
ſurely Tus is ſuch a Cloſe of an old 
Man's Life, as few but Dr. Mzddleton 
would chooſe, 

I had before made it plain, that CHRI- 
STIANITY, as it is at preſent believed 
and taught in TH1s ISLAND, was even in 
a political View of it to be retained; and 
that it was /6 ſtripped of all thoſe baſe 
Arts, which the Policy and Cruelty of 
Men had joined to it, that it was not 
ealy to change 1T for a better, and that 
of Conſequence HE, who attempted it, 
was a DISTUKBER of SocigT Y. This was 
the ancient Manner of Reaſoning in re- 
gard to the Gentile Syſtems of Religion, 
in no reſpe& comparable to the Chri/tiam. 
And Dr. Middleton muſt give us a better 
Performance than His LAST, to prove, 
that this Reaſoning is falſe, and that ue 
HIMSELF is acting the Part of a wiſe and 
judicious DE1sST. 

Indeed, if Dr. Middleton thinks that 
the numerous Diſturbances and Confuſions 
in SOCIETY, ſince the Eftabliſhment of the 
Gojþel, have been owing not to the Abuſe, 

but 
* Epiltle to the Rev. Mr. Brooke, page 26. 
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but the fincere Practice of TuIs Rert- 
GION ; and that the Farrtn, it requires, 
has a Natural Tendency to bring about 
theſe Effects; then we muſt confeſs, what 
in no other View we can confeſs, that he 
is acting a prudent and a generous Part. 
But then I know not whether 7his be 
his Opinion, and if it is, it is as abſurd 
and unreaſonable an one, as any he has 
maintained in his Book; for if ever ANY 
RELIGION was more peculiarly calculated, 
to introduce Pence and Good. avill amongſt 
Men, it is the CHRISTIAN. 

But it may here perhaps be urged, in 
Favour of Dr. Middleton, (and I would 
really omit nothing, that can be urged in 
his Favour) that if I can ſuppoſe him to 
admit /uch an Opinion as the laſt, why 
cannot I ſuppoſe him to be in earne/? in 
his firſt Prefefſſon, and that he is really 
Weak enough to believe, that he is in TH1s 
Worx defending the Causz: of PRro- 
TESTANTISM againſt Pop ERV? I would 
willingly cloſe with his Account, but 
for Two Reasons; oxE of them is, that 
notwithſtanding the many Defects I per- 
ceive in the Doctor's Reaſoning, I cannot 
bring myſelf yet to think / meanly of 
his 
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his Underſtanding. However, as an At- 
tachment to a favourite Hypotheſis does ſo 
frequently blind the Faculties of Men, I 
would grant, that his might be the Caſe, 
if the Doctor had ſhewn any Inclination 
or Deſign, after he had been called upon 
ſo often, to ſhew, upon IS PRESENT PLAN, 
the Varip:iTy of the CAxONICAL 
WRITINGS, and the AposToLic MIRA- 
Les. Inſtead of Tn1s, his Free Inquiry 
is to defend one Kind of Chriſtianity 
againſt another, when he is not invited to 
it, and to leave Chriſtianity itſelf defence- 
leſs, when he 75, 

But it is Time to draw to a Concluſion, 
and to a//are you, that both MysELF, and 
MY FRATERNITY, of diſintereſted Lay- 
MEN, whom [I before acquainted you with, 
are of Opinion, that the Juftneſs of 
Reaſoning, the Compaſs of Learning. 
the Eaſe and Perſpicuity of Style, which 
are ſo conſpicuous in your late Per- 
formance, muſt gain you great Credit 


with all Men ot Senſe and Letters ; 
that THIS DisPUTE, as far as we 


have hitherto ſeen of it, is vz/ibly in vouR 
Favouk ; and that it certainly never can 
come to a fortunate Iſſue in the Hands of 

| E ONE, 
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Orr, who hae neither Strengib enough to 
ſupport his Arguments, nor Siucerity 
enough to give them up; neither Ceurage 
enough to be a D iſt, nor Belief enough 
to be a Chriftiom; neither Sagacity 
enough to chuſe a proper Part, nor Con- 
ſiftency enough to act it well. 

And now, if any one ſhould think, that 
there is a certain Aſperity in theſe Sheets, 
"which favours of Envy and Reſentment ; 
or that there is an Air of that orthodox 
and 1nquifitorial Fury, which has poured 
itſelf fo plentifully from all Sides on Dr. 
Middleton: Let him knew, that I am 
equally a Stranger both to the one and 
the other ; that neither I nor My CoM- 
PANIONS have any other Pique againſt 
Dr. Middleton, than that he refuſed to 
ſatisfy us in ſuch neceſſary Points, as it 
was his Duty to fatisfy vs, and all ingui- 
fitrve Chriſtians ; that we will handle 
every other Per ſon as freely, of whatever 
Se he may be called, who ſhall be guilty 
of the /ame Prevarication ; that even Dr. 
STEBBING, with His DrisrINCTIONSs, ſhall 
meet with as Little Favour, when they 
are publiſhed, if they ſhall be found to 
have any Remains of hat Duplicity and 


Di 
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Di/imulation, which were ſo juſtly. charged 
upon him BEFORE.“ 

You have an Oretce, I think, in voux 
UxrversITY, that of a MopeRAToOR, to 
preſide over the contending Parties, and 
reduce them both from the intemperate 
Sallies of Abuſe, or falſe Repreſentation 
of the Queſtion, to the plain and ſimple 
Management of the Diſpute before them, 
— "Fats Opriet is much more neceſſar y 
HERE, as the falſe Glofſes and ii Humours 
of the Diſputants are as great, and the 
bad Conſequences much greater. I have 
hitherta taken upon me THIS Ca- 
RACTER, and may perhaps 484 IN: If I 
do, I will hinder vad Metal from being 
palmed upon us from either Qyarter : 1 
will guard againſt the fa//e and deceit ful 
Arts, both of the osrENTATIOous C:irap- 
L Alx, and the DISAPPOINTED {IBAARIAN? 
1 will permit neither Frelfulneſs nor pleen 
on the oNE Sipe, nor /piritual Pride and 
Craft on the orutR, to impoſe upon the 
quieter and honeiter Part of their Fellow 
Creatures: I will not ſuffer the unnatural 
Conjunction of two /uch oppoſite Parties, 
to put upon us that m9} palpa3ie of AL 
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A8SURDIT1ts, that the Fou N DAT ION of 
Chriſtianity is , when the AvuTHo- 
RITY of the Fathers is deſtroyed. In 
ſhort, I will not 2%, till I have made a// 
the Managers proceed, or at leaſt, till I 
have convinced the World, that they ought 
to proceed, according to that Standard of 
CoxsISTENCY, REcCTITUDE, and SINCE- 
RITY, Which I acknowledge in You. 

In the mean Time, I aflure Dr. Mid- 
dl-ton, that whenever be ſhall be diſpoſed 
to give any Account at all of the Matter, 


here /o much inſiſted on, I will be the 
FIRST to conſute it, or if I cannot, to ac- 


Axowlcdge that I have done him wrong. 
The ſame Thing I ſay to ALL his booty 


ANTAGONISTS ; or if they can ſhew now, 
that what I have already advanced, though 
under the ſtrongeſt Conviction, is more than 
the Matter will bear, I ſhall immediately, 
with all poſſible Ingenuity, recant it. But, 
as to the MAIN PoixTt, which relates to 
the FounpaTion of Chriſtianity, I am 
reſolved THAT ſhall be ſearched to the 
Bottom, LI have HALT U, LIsuRE, and 
InNDiPeNDENCE ſufficient for this, and 
may addreſs myſelf to THEM ALL with 
a better Grace than . Chamont in the 
Tragedy, Inform 
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Inform me, for I tell you, PRIkxsrs, 
I'll know. 

In the mean Time, it will not, T ſup- 
poſe, be expected, that I ſhould concern 
myſelf at all with the SuBJtcT of Pro- 
PHECY, and the FRESH ATTACK that Dr. 
Middleton has made upon us, from THAT 
QuAR TER. And indeed, I ſhall not; 
partly becauſe PRoPHecy and MIR acre 
are /o nearly connected, that when once 
the PRESENT PoINT is fixed, the or HER 
will almoſt neceſſarily follow; but chiefly 
becauſe THIS PROVINCE already belongs 


to THAT 1LLUSTRIOUS PRELATE, wha. 


has a vi/able Superiority over Dr. Middletoß 
in every Art, both of ſolid Reaſoning, and 
manly Eloquence ; that if THIS SuBJjecr 
fails in /uch Hands as theſe, one may fairly 
pronounce, that Chriſtiany is indeed in 
Danger; and Dr. Middleton will have 
the Pleaſure, like Sampſon, in the aff 
Scene of his Life, of pulling down the 
TEMPLE of CHRIST, out of Pzgue to the 
Chriſtians, for not allowing him a Place 
of Diſtin&10n THERE. 

Not indeed, that the re/t of this Parallel 
will hold good, or that Dr. Middleton 
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ran expect, that ris LasT LA BHOURS ſhould 
cloſe with that vat Applauſe and Re- 
nown, which was ſo juſiiy paid to the 
CRAM ION of IsRAEL ; not only, becauſe 
there will always be ſome ſenſible Dif- 
ference between the Cavs of Dagox, 
and of CRHRISH; but becauſe the vj 
Diſappointment, on the Score of PREYER/ 
MENT, can never call for ſuch fierce and 
implacable Reſentment, as the Loſs of 
LIBER TV and SIGHT. 

And though perhaps the crae! and ſan- 
guinary Act of even SAMPSON HIMSELF, 
de not in all Reſpects juſtifiable; yet, cer- 
tainly, that moſt exceptionable Part in his 
PUBLIC PET1T10N to the Almighty, where 
he prays to be avenged of the Philiſtians, 
his Enemies, for bis Two Eyes, mult al- 
ways be thought to carry with it a greater 
Propriety and Grace, than that Part in 
the SECRET ONE of Dr, Middleton; where 
he wi/hes to be avenged of the Chri/tians, 
his Brethren, for Two PREB=NDs, or Two 
Livixes; that is, for the want of h. 
trifiing Attainments, or Diftin&ions, which 
it is frequently neither Excellence, nor 
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Happineſs in one Man to have, nor Im- 
perfection nor Miſery in another to want. 


I am, 
Reverend Sir, 


Your moſt ſiucere Well-wiſher, &c. 


: F. #i:N- #-£& 


